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This memorandum documents the Version 2.0 release of the 2020 Census Operational Plan, which 
describes the current design of the 2020 Census. The purpose of this document is to provide the 
background information that supports evidence-based decision making in our 2020 Census design. It 
reflects the most current status of our operations and planning for conducting the census. This version 
of the 2020 Census Operational Plan provides updates on: our planned tests and milestone schedule, 
program and project risks, descriptions of the census operations, the quality analysis process, and design 
decisions, including those decisions that have been made and those that remain. 
 
Note to Reader: Please note that the 2020 Census Operational Plan v2.0 reflects the Operational Design 
for the 2020 Census as of August 31, 2016. The Operational Plan has not been updated to reflect the 
decision announced on October 18, 2016 to stop work on two field test operations in Fiscal Year (FY) 
2017 to mitigate program risk amidst funding uncertainty. For more information on this announcement, 
please view the 2020 Census Decision Memorandum Series: “Adjustment of the FY 2017 Test Scope” at 
the following URL:  
 
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-
management/memo-series/2020-memo-2016_21.html 

 
The 2020 Census Memorandum Series 
The 2020 Census Memorandum Series documents significant decisions, actions, and accomplishments of 
the 2020 Census Program for the purpose of informing stakeholders, coordinating interdivisional efforts, 
and documenting important historical changes. 
 
  

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/memo-series/2020-memo-2016_21.html
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/memo-series/2020-memo-2016_21.html


 

 

A memorandum generally will be added to this series for any decision or documentation that meets the 
following criteria: 
 

1. A major program level decision that will affect the overall design or have significant effect on the 
2020 Census operations or systems. 

2. A major policy decision or change that will affect the overall design or significantly impact the 
2020 Census operations or systems. 

3. A report that documents the research and testing for the 2020 Census operations or systems. 
 
Visit 2020 Census on Census.gov to access the Memorandum Series, the 2020 Operational Plan and 
other information about preparations for the 2020 Census. 
 

http://www.census.gov/2020census

